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NOAA Marine Debris Division (MDD) 
Highlights

2011
•	 Monitoring	Protocol	Testing - Phase II protocol testing project based on prelimary protocols 

developed by NOAA MDP staff in the Cheasapeake Bay in 2009 and 2010.  Results from this 
project will be used in the development of a national marine debris monitoring protocol for use by 
marine debris stakeholders across sectors.   

•	 The	5th	International	Marine	Debris	Conference	(5IMDC) - NOAA and the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are co-organizers of this conference, which will bring 
together members of international marine debris research, natural resource management, policy 
making, industry, and nongovernmental communities.  This conference will provide participants 
the opportunity to help in the development of specific bilateral or multi-country strategies for 
tackling marine debris around the globe.  

•	 WCGA	Land-Based	Debris	Workshop - The West Coast Governors Agreement Marine 
Debris Action Coordination Team (MD ACT) met to discuss current land-based debris work 
in the region and to formulate recommendations in the areas of: 1) Data Gathering and 
Management; 2) Reduction and Prevention; 3) Cleanup; 4) Public Education; and 5) Coordination.  
Recommendations from this workshop will guide the development of a West Coast marine debris 
strategy.

•	 Remoting	Sensing	- The NOAA MDD will continue to coordinate with NASA and the NOAA 
Unmanned Aerial Surveys (UAS) Program to determine the validity and effectiveness of using 
certain censors and platforms to detect Derelict Fishing Gear (DFG).

2010
•	 American	Samoa	Disaster	Response	Report - The NOAA MDD had a leadership role both 

in the development and execution of the NOAA strategic response plan for the 2009 American 
Samoa-tsunami event. The MDD staff involved in on-the-ground and coordination efforts made 
significant contributions to the development of the NOAA American Samoa Tsunami-generated 
Marine Debris and Coral Damage Response Report issued in 2010.

•	 Southeast	Atlantic	Marine	Debris	Initiative	(SEA-MDI) - In 2010 the NOAA MDD entered 
into a partnership with the University of Georgia to form the SEA-MDI, a multi-state collaboration 
involving marine debris stakeholders in North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.  Innovative 
activities taking place in this partnership include public education for marine debris through the 
use of social media and other development and dissemination of tools and for addressing marine 
debris in the Southeast region of the U.S.



2010	(continued)
•	 International	Efforts:	The	Second	Research	Workshop	on	Microplastic	Debris,	

Tacoma,	WA - This workshop brought scientists together to talk about what has been 
accomplished since 2008.  Topics included methods for measuring the concentration of 
microplastics in the environment, the effects of microplastics, and the degradation of plastics in 
the environment. Under the guidance of Western Washington University risk assessment expert, 
Wayne Landis, the group took the first steps toward determining the risk that microplastics pose to 
the marine environment.

•	 Alaska	Crab	Pot	Surveys	- The NOAA MDD completed a 2-year, multi-phase derelict crab pots 
study throughout the coast of Southeast Alaska, using technology such as sidescan sonar to analyze 
the effectiveness of such technology for assessing and locating derelict crab pots in Southeast 
Alaska.  

Coordination
•	 Interagency	Marine	Debris	Coordinating	Committee	(IMDCC)	- The IMDCC is an 

interagency body responsible for developing and recommending comprehensive and multi-
disciplinary approaches to reduce the sources and impacts of marine debris.  It ensures the 
coordination of Federal agency marine debris activities both nationally and internationally, as well 
as recommends research priorities, monitoring techniques, educational programs, and regulatory 
action. As required by Congress, the IMDCC developed and submitted a Status Report to follow on 
the original Report to Congress in December 2009. 

•	 Regional	Coordinators - The NOAA MDD has 6 regional coordinators covering the East Coast, 
Gulf of Mexico, Great Lakes, West Coast, Alaska, and Pacific.  The coordinators work with regional, 
state, and local governments and NGOs to address marine debris, and provide expert technical 
guidance based on research and activities carried out in other regions. 

Funding	Opportunities
• Community-based Marine Debris Removals 
• Marine Debris Prevention and Outreach Partnerships
• Fishing for Energy Small Grants 

For	more	information	visit:

Website: www.marinedebris.noaa.gov

NOAA Marine Debris Blog: http://marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/

Facebook Fan Page: Facebook/NOAA Marine Debris


